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Listen to Chief DD, the Philosopher of 

Hip Hop, on the Music Lane on the 
Black Information Highway.com 

“Welcome, Travelers!” 
 

Also, detour to Broadjam.com for more Chief DD 

Tennessee State Parks gear up for Spring Hikes   
to beef up health, beginning Saturday, March 19

NRA joins numerous other  
organizations in lawsuit  
to keep public lands open

NASHVILLE – Tennessee State 
Parks have scheduled guided 
Spring Hikes throughout the state 
for park visitors who want to put 
winter behind and enjoy the out-
doors. Most of the hikes are 
scheduled Saturday, March 19. 
  A full schedule of the hikes at 
specific parks is available at this 
website:  tnstateparks.com 
 
  “We know how eager our parks 
visitors may be to explore the 
parks when the weather gets 
warm, and these popular hikes 
are a great option,”  Jim Bryson, 
deputy commissioner of the Ten-
nessee Department of Environ-
ment and Conservation, said. 
“We have outstanding guides for 
each hike. Everyone will have a 
great experience.” 
 
  The hikes range from short trail 
walks to more adventurous all-
day excursions. Guides will 
speak along the way to the natu-
ral, cultural and historical aspects 
of the surroundings. 
 
  The hikes offer a variety of 
choices. Hiwassee/Ocoee Scenic 
River State Park, for example, 
features a hike along the historic 
Ocoee River. Big Ridge State 
Park will take hikers on the 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. – Memphis 
Tiger men’s basketball center 
Jalen Duren earned his sixth 
American Athletic Conference 
Freshman of the Week award and 
fourth in the last five weeks, and 
guard Tyler Harris has been 
named to the conference’s 
weekly Honor Roll for the sec-
ond time this season. 
 
  The duo helped Memphis (19-
9, 13-5 AAC) to two wins last 
week, including a resounding 75-
61 win over No. 14/14 Houston 
Sunday morning at FedExForum. 
With the victories, the Tigers 
have won 10 of their last 11 
games entering the AAC Tourna-
ment, which begins later this 
week in Fort Worth, Texas. 
 
  Duren averaged 12.0 points and 

Memphis Tigers trounce 
Houston in huge matchup 

from sports page 1

Falcons’ Calvin Ridley 
suspended for betting  
from sports 1 

"There is nothing more fun-
damental to the NFL's suc-
cess - and to the reputation 
of everyone associated 
with our league - than up-
holding the integrity of the 
game. This is the respon-
sibility of every player, 
coach, owner, game offi-
cial, and anyone else em-
ployed in the league.  
 Your actions put the inte-
grity of the game at risk, 
threatened to damage pub-
lic confidence in profes-
sional football, and 
potentially undermined the 
reputations of your fellow 
players throughout the 
NFL...” 

 Griner led the Mercury to the 
WNBA title in 2014, in addition 
to her All-Star honors. She’s also 
a two-time WNBA Defensive 
Player of the Year, a three-time 
Russian National League winner, 
and a four-time EuroLeague 
champion who has represented 
Team USA in two Olympic gold 

Dynamic duo Jalen Duren and Tyler Harris  
secure big AAC Weekly Honor Roll awards 

Ghost House Trail, where haunt-
ing tales of former residents are 
told, appropriate for ages 8 and 
above. Nathan Bedford Forrest 
State Park will hold a Spring 

Water Hike, where the group de-
parts by kayak from Eva Beach, 
and kayaks will be provided. At 
Fort Pillow State Historic Park, 
park staff will guide a stroll along 
the Blue Trail atop the first 
Chickasaw Bluff, with discus-
sions of Fort Pillow and the bluff 
during the Civil War. 
  
Hikers are encouraged to wear 
appropriate footwear, dress for 
the weather and bring water. 
  
The Spring Hikes are the second 

of the parks’ annual Signature 
Hikes, which began with the First 
Day Hike on Jan. 1, and will be 
followed by National Trails Day 
Hikes on June 4 and After-
Thanksgiving Hikes on Nov. 25. 
  
Park visitors are also invited to 
donate or volunteer at a park to 
help provide quality programs 
and services, such as new trails, 
care for birds of prey, and play-
ground equipment. Donations are 
accepted by visiting tnstate-
parks.com.  

From  
the Outdoor Wire.com 

 
  Fairfax, Va. - The National Rifle 
Association’s Institute for Legis-
lative Action (NRA-ILA) has 
partnered with Safari Club Inter-
national, Sportsmen’s Alliance 
Foundation, and Rocky Moun-
tain Elk Foundation and filed 
motions to intervene in and dis-
miss a lawsuit challenging the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
decision to expand hunting and 
fishing opportunities on more 
than 2.3 million acres of land at 
106 National Wildlife Refuges. 
 "The National Wildlife Refuge 
System was created to increase 
opportunities for families to en-
gage in traditional outdoor ac-
tives including hunting, fishing, 
hiking, and more," said Erica 
Tergeson, NRA-ILA's director of 
hunting policy. "Denying access 
to more than 2.3 million acres 
runs counter to the entire concept 
of public lands." 
 
 In 2020, the Trump Administra-
tion opened 2.3 million acres ac-
ross 97 national wildlife refuges 
and nine national fish hatcheries. 
That expansion created 900 dis-
tinctly new hunting and fishing 
opportunities for America's out-
doorsmen and women. It was the 
largest expansion in U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service history. 

 "The NRA has always fought to 
ensure America's sportsmen and 
women have ample access to this 
country's great outdoors. On be-
half of our more than five million 
members, we urge the courts to 
dismiss this blatant attempt to 
turn public lands private," Terge-
son concluded. 
 The case is captioned as Center 
for Biological Diversity v. U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 
 
 Established in 1871, the Na-
tional Rifle Association is Amer-
ica’s oldest civil rights and 
sportsmen’s group.  
 
 More than five million members 
strong, NRA continues its mis-
sion to uphold Second Amend-
ment rights and is the leader in 
firearm education and training 
for law-abiding gun owners, law 
enforcement and the military. 
Visit http://nra.org. 

one crew of Jim Nantz and Bill 
Raferty were on the call. The 
Tigers rose to the occasion blow-
ing out Houston 75-61 in the pro-
cess. The win likely sealed a 
birth into the NCAA Tourna-
ment. The Tigers have missed the 
Tournament the last 7 seasons. 
This win was therefore a defining 
one for the Coach Penny Harda-
way era. 
 It was a wire-to-wire win. The 
Tigers led by as much as 22 
points in the 1st half before a 
crowd of over 17,000. Tyler Har-
ris scored 15 points. Landers 
Nolley followed with 11. It was 

their 10th win in the last 11 
games. They will be the 3rd seed 
in the AAC Tournament this 
week. The Tigers will play the 
winner of Central Florida and 
South Florida on Friday. 
 To Stress how important this win 
was to the program and to him, 
Hardaway spoke to the entire 
crowd after the game. 
 
 “I just want to say thank you to 
you guys, everybody that be-
lieved in us from Day One, when 
we went through everything we 
went through,” Hardaway said.  
“You know how hard it was from 
the beginning, but man, this feels 
sweet to be in this position. I 
really appreciate every last per-
son from the top of the Forum to 
the bottom. You guys made this 
happen today. I love you all.” 
 Right now, judging from the re-
action, Tigers fans love him 
back. 

"The NRA has always fought 
to ensure America's sports-
men and women have ample 
access to this country's great 
outdoors. On behalf of our 
more than five million 
members, we urge the courts 
to dismiss this blatant attempt 
to turn public lands private," 
Tergeson concluded. 

Tigers to play in ESPN Events 
Invitational from sports page 1 

ment of the complete tournament 
schedule later this summer.  
 
 In the meantime, fans can secure 
up to $25 off each all-tournament 
ticket by signing up for the pre-
sale at www.espneventsinvita-
tional.com. 

 For complete information on 
Memphis Tiger Men’s Basket-
ball, visit www.GoTigersGo.com 
and follow the team's social 
media channels on Twitter, Insta-
gram and Facebook. 
  

It was a wire-to-wire win. The 
Tigers led by as much as 22 
points in the 1st half before a 
crowd of over 17,000. Tyler 
Harris scored 15 points. 
Landers Nolley followed with 
11. It was their 10th win in 
the last 11 games.

WNBA’s Griner arrested 
from sports page 1

medals and two World Cups. 
 Given Griner’s prominent role 
as an athlete and celebrity, there 
is clearly fear that her detention 
may be used as a political instru-
ment to gain leverage as tensions 
between the US and Russia esca-
late with the latter’s invasion of 
Ukraine. 

 Email sports news and photos to MSTsports@prodigy.net

9.0 rebounds last week, and nine 
of his rebounds came on the of-
fensive end. Duren was 10-for-18 
from the floor (.556) over the two 
games, including 7-for-13 en 
route to 16 points at South Flor-
ida Thursday night. His game 
against the Bulls also including 
10 rebounds for his team-best 
sixth double-double of the year. 

Duren closed the week with eight 
points and eight rebounds in Sun-
day’s win over Houston. 
  The Sharon Hill, Pa., native was 
also named the AAC Freshman 
of the Week on Nov. 22, Dec. 20, 
Feb. 7, Feb. 14 and Feb. 28. 
 
 Harris led the Tigers in scoring 
on the week at 14.5 points per 
game, and he was 5-for-10 from 
3-point range. Harris had 14 
points at South Florida and 15 
points against Houston, includ-
ing hitting a trio of triples against 
the Cougars. The Memphis, 
Tenn., native has topped the 
Tiger scoresheet a team-high 
eight times this year, and Mem-
phis is 26-11 when the senior has 
at least three 3-pointers in a 
game. 
  Harris also earned a place on the 

weekly Honor Roll on Jan. 24. 
 The Tigers are seeded third in 
the 2022 Air Force Reserve 
American Athletic Conference 
Men's Basketball Championship 
and will take the court at Dickies 
Arena in Fort Worth, Texas, Fri-
day at 8 p.m. CT on ESPNU. 
 With a win Friday, the Tigers 
would play in the semifinals Sat-
urday at 4 p.m. on ESPN2, and 
the championship game is Sun-
day at 2:15 p.m. on ESPN. 
Tickets to the AAC Tournament 
are available online at www.Go-
TigersGoTix.com or by phone at 
(901) 678-2331. 
 For complete information on 
Memphis Tiger Men’s Basket-
ball, visit www.GoTigersGo.com 
and follow the team's social 
media channels on Twitter, Insta-
gram and Facebook.  

 The duo helped Memphis 
(19-9, 13-5 AAC) to two wins 
last week, including a re-
sounding 75-61 win over No. 
14/14 Houston Sunday morn-
ing at FedExForum. With the 
victories, the Tigers have won 
10 of their last 11 games en-
tering the AAC Tournament, 
which begins later this week 
in Fort Worth, Texas. 

“We know how eager our 
parks visitors may be to ex-
plore the parks when the 
weather gets warm, and these 
popular hikes are a great op-
tion,”  Jim Bryson, deputy 
commissioner of the Tennes-
see Department of Environ-
ment and Conservation, said. 

NFL celebrates Women’s History Month with 
five-part docuseries ‘Earnin’ It’, now airing
 The National Football League 
celebrates Women's History 
Month with a programming 
lineup on NFL Network honor-
ing women and their incredible 
impact throughout the game of 
football. 
 
  NFL Film's five-part docuseries 
Earnin' It: The NFL's Forward 

Progress is currently airing on 
NFL Network and streaming on 
Peacock. Narrated by Grammy 
A w a r d - w i n n i n g 
singer/songwriter Ciara, and ex-
ecutive produced by Jane 
Skinner Goodell and Teri Wag-
ner Flynn, Earnin' It highlights 
the careers of some of the most 
powerful women working in the 

NFL, such as Sarah Thomas, 
Jennifer King and Lori Locust. 
The series features interviews 
with NFL head coaches, players 
and team owners, and provides a 
behind-the-scenes look at how 
the League prepared for Super 
Bowl LVI and the Pepsi Halftime 
Show. The series will rebroad-
cast all five programs on March 
12. Current shows are airing  at 
8:00 p.m. EST Check the NFL 
Network schedule for more re-
broadcast times.  
Provided below is the Earnin' It 
programming schedule on NFL 
Network: 
 Episode 1: The Pipeline – A 
look at how a pipeline was 
created to bring women into es-
sential roles at the National Foot-
ball League, both on and off the 
field. This episode features inter-
views with NFL coaches Bruce 
Arians, Ron Rivera and Lori Lo-
cust, and NFL official Maia 
Chaka 

 Episode 2:  Kicking Off – The 
excitement of a new season as 
Buffalo Bills owner Kim Pegula, 
NFL Network's Kimmi Chex, 
NFL official Sarah Thomas and 
Roc Nation agent Kim Miale talk 
about high expectations 
Episode 3: Generations – Foot-
ball and family are intertwined 
for fans and female trailblazers. 
See how a new breed of coaching 
tree is created with interviews 
with NFL coaches Kevin Ste-
fanski, Sean McDermott, Callie 
Brownson and Jennifer King, 
along with Charlotte Jones from 
the Dallas Cowboys 
 Episode 4: Thursday,  March 10 
at 8:00 PM ET: You Go First – 
Meet women breaking "grass" 
ceilings, including female NFL 
scouts, agents and Super Bowl 
Halftime producer Dionne Har-
mon. Additionally, famous fe-
male football fans Condoleezza 
Rice and Lindsey Vonn share 

Please see sports-ent. 5

of every player, coach, owner, 
game official, and anyone else 
employed in the league. Your ac-
tions put the integrity of the 
game at risk, threatened to dam-
age public confidence in profes-
sional football, and potentially 
undermined the reputations of 
your fellow players throughout 
the NFL. 
 "For decades, gambling on NFL 
games has been considered 
among the most significant vio-
lations of league policy warrant-
ing the most substantial sanction. 
In your case, I acknowledge and 
commend you for your promptly 
reporting for an interview, and 
for admitting your actions."  
 Ridley may petition for re-
instatement on or after February 
15, 2023.  Pursuant to the NFL-
NFLPA Collective Bargaining 
Agreement, he may appeal his 
suspension by filing notice 
within three days. 


